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Upcoming Events 
February 2009 

Mon 2/2  & Thurs. 2/5:  Parents of 

Students in Gr. 5-8:  Special presentation 

by Mrs. Rachel Pill, LCSW on “How To 

Talk To Your Children About Sex.”  

8:00PM Castle Shul.  Parents are urged 

to attend one of the two sessions.   

Sun. 2/8:  WDS Annual Dinner 6:00 pm 

Mon. 2/9:  Tu B’Shevat 

Fri.-Tues:  2/13- 2/17:  No Sessions          

President’s Break 

Wed. 2/18:  Sessions Resume 

 

 

WESTCHESTER DAY SCHOOL’S 
61ST Anniversary Dinner 

Sunday Evening 
Feb.8, 2009 - 6:00 PM 

Greentree Country Club 
New Rochelle, NY 

 

After School Change: Feb. 3rd. 
Tuesday:  Study Skills has been canceled  

  

School Happenings 
7th Gr. Shabbaton, Jan. 23-24 at YINR:  

The Shabbaton was a huge success.  The 

children had a wonderful and inspiring time.   
Our students represent themselves and 

WDS with great dignity and respect 

throughout the New Rochelle community.  It 

was WDS at its’ best!  Many thanks to the 

following families who hosted our students:  

the Brainsons,  the Blumenthals, the Douers, 

the Katzensteins, the Kidderman’s,  the  

Klestzick/ Lebowitz’, and the Tureks’.  The 

children had a great time at Rabbi Einzig’s 

house on Friday evening.  Todah Rabah  to 

Daphna & David Brainson  for hosting an 

Oneg on Shabbat afternoon.  A big thank you 

to Rabbi Rodney  Weiss and Rabbi David 

Mahlerfor organizing this Shabbaton..  

Thanks, too, to Rabbi Mahler, Rabbi 

Rosenwasser, Rabbi Slotkin, and Rabbi Weiss 

who along with their families left their 

community to be a part of this special 

Shabbaton.  It was a beautiful Shabbaton! 

 
Mon. 1/26: Rosh Chodesh Shevat: 
This past Monday, Rosh Chodesh Shevat, the 

Middle School students had the good 

fortune of hearing Rabbi Chaim Marder 

deliver a short Dvar Torah  before a festive 

breakfast.  Rabbi Marder, Rav of Hebrew 

Institute of White Plains and WDS father, 

spoke about the importance of time and as 

children grow older and more mature they 

want to be treated as adults and to have 

more power over their lives.  Rabbi Marder 

spoke about when the Jews left Egypt one 

of the greatest gifts was that time was now 

their own but that it was also a huge 

responsibility.  The message was a pertinent 

one for our students who are dealing with 

the same challenges of wanting time to be 

their own but then being faced with the 

challenge of using it appropriately and 

constructively.   
 
Chag HaSiddur: The first graders were 

thrilled to receive their very first  Siddurim 

at their Chag HaSiddur on Thursday.  The 

play was about the true meaning of tefillah.  
The children sang, danced and performed 

beautifully.  The parents, grandparents, and 

teachers,  were all so proud of the 

students.  May they always be as excited to 

daven and know the true meaning of tefillah 
as they were this week.  Many thanks to 

their teachers: Morah Sabrina Gaffney, 

Mrs. Debbie Briks, Morah Rina Bergman and 

Mrs. Helena Froyton.  We would also like to 

thank Sandy Shmuely (music), Morah Ziva 

Dorf (art/scenery), Chris Price & staff 

(refreshments) Bob Price & staff (set-up) 

and to all the parent volunteers who helped 

make this day so special!  The students will 

take their performance “on the road” when 

they visit the residents at the Sara Neuman 

Nursing Home on Friday morning.   

 

Clips from the Classroom 
This week in Ganon Dalet, we explored the 

different aspects of winter.  Sledding was 

one of our favorite activities this week.  

Hibernation was one of our main topics of 

discussion.  We learned that bears, 

groundhogs, chipmunks, ladybugs, snakes and 

frogs are some of the creatures that 

hibernate during the winter months. We 

decided to focus mainly on bears and we  

read many stories about a bears.  On 

Monday we read Brown Bear, Brown 

Bear, What Do You See?, after reading this 

story we created our own book Ganon Dalet, 

Ganon Dalet, What Do You See?.  On 

Tuesday we Read the book Corderoy, and on 

Friday, we read Once upon a Shabbos.  We 

had a lot of fun creating our own hibernating 

bear pictures.  In addition, to learning about 

the winter, we continued our body unit.  We 

sang many songs about our body parts in 

English and in Hebrew and made body 

pictures with velcro parts. We are exploring 

the five senses and which body parts we use 

for each sense.  Next week we will begin to 

experiment with the sense of taste.  

Everyday we will taste a new fruit from 

Israel, which will help us to learn about the 

holiday of Tu' Bishvat. 

Submitted by:  Morah Meredith Rosenblatt 

 

Middle School Math 

The 7th graders spent the first half of the 

year working with decimals, integers, 

algebraic equations, inequalities, exponents, 

factors, fractions, ratios, rates, and 

proportions. We have now moved on to 

percents where we will unite percents with 

fractions, decimals, proportions, and 

equations.  Next is the world of geometry.   

Our advanced 7th graders spent the first 

half of the year studying the following 

topics:  integers, algebraic equations and 

inequalities, graphing in the coordinate 

plane, real numbers, and proportions.  We 

have now moved on to percents where will be 

connecting percents with the now familiar 
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topics of estimation, fractions, decimals, 

fractions, and equations.  Next will be 

exponents and powers where we will also 

study number systems.  

Our 8th graders have been busy.  Studied 

topics have included integers, algebraic 

equations and inequalities, graphing in the 

coordinate plane, real numbers, and 

proportions.  We are currently studying 

percents and their connection with 

estimation, fractions, decimals, fractions, 

and equations.  Our second half of the year 

will introduce the topics of exponents, 

geometry, measurement, data analysis, 

probability, and algebra.    

The advanced 8th graders have been 

studying algebra. The first half of the year 

they were introduced to the following 

topics:  functions, patterns, rational 

numbers, equations, inequalities, and 

graphing.  We have now turned our attention 

to using both algebra and graphing to solve 

systems of equations and inequalities.  They 

will then turn their attention to exponents, 

polynomials and factoring, quadratic 

equations, radical expressions and equations, 

and rational expressions and equations.   

Submitted by:   Ms. Sandra Seckular   

 

Physical Education 
There’s volleyball, Newcomb 

There’s basketball, too. 

There’s kickball and jackpot 

Some fitness we’ll do. 

Spatial awareness in Grades 1 & K 

are all just a part of our gym program day. 

Our superstar girls in grades 7 and 8 

Are now gearing up for their 

Championship date. 

Will they win back-to-back 

And be champs once again? 

Stay tuned for the time,  

the where and the when. 

Submitted by:  Mrs. Lewis & Mr. Kaufman 

 

 

 

Tu B’Shevat – Feb. 9th. 
As the holiday of Tu B’Shevat 

approaches WDS is launching 

its annual tree drive on behalf 

of the JNF. For just $18.00 

per tree, you will receive a tree planted in 

Israel in honor of, or in memory of, someone 

special with a commemorative certificate 

sent directly to the address you specify.  

JNF will plant a tree in honor of the 

participating student, who will also receive a 

commemorative certificate.  By planting a 

tree in Israel and by beautifying the land of 

Israel, your child can make a personal 

connection to the land and people of Israel 

that will last a lifetime. WDS invites your 

continued enthusiasm and support in this 

worthwhile cause. Kindly return your 

completed Order Form along with your 

check made payable to JNF to the 

SCHOOL OFFICE, attn: Trees.     Please 

print all names clearly in English.   Order 

forms must be received by Mon. Feb. 9th.   

 

… Our very own art teacher Ms. Shoshana 

Golin has extended her wonderful talent and 

creativity into the community by designing 

and drawing stained glass windows for The 

Young Israel of Hillcrest.  Please go to 

www.youngisrael.org and scroll down to the 

November/December 5769 issue of the 

Viewpoint magazine to read a moving article 

written by Ms. Golin about this artistic 

endeavor and journey.  Don't miss it! 
. 

Notes From The Nurse…  
Attendance/Absence:  Ganon – 8th Grade  

If your child(ren) will be arriving late or not 

be in school,  for any reason, please call ext. 

500 and leave a clear, detailed message 

stating:  date, student name, grade, and 

reason for absence.  Thank you. 

 

 

 

Inclement Weather Information 

In the event of a school closing or delay, the 

decision to close WDS will be made as early 

as possible and information will be posted on 

our website: www.westchesterday.org,   

Alternatively, you may call the school office 

on ext 100 for a taped message regarding 

the status. An email message will also be 

sent, and you can listen to radio stations:  

WFAS, WVOX, or your local cable station.   

 

PTA NEWS…. 
…Kabbalat Shabbat DVD orders are still 

being accepted. Send orders to school 

office/ or contact tinabetho@aol.com. 

First Grade Chag Hassidur DVD’s are also 

being accepted. Cost for DVD is $25.00 

 

 
 

Basketball News… 
The 7th & 8th girls team won its’ tenth 

straight game against Yavneh 62-44 to 

become the undefeated division champions 

for the third straight year in a row.  The 

team captains Nina Leibowitz and Amanda 

Povman who once again lead their team in 

scoring and provided outstanding team 
leadership.  Starters Arlyn Goldberg, 

Michelle Bengualid and Amy Robbins came 

out and played a suffocating defense in the 

first quarter and showed why WDS has been 

averaging better than 50 points a game.  The 

team demonstrated a total team effort with 

incredible passing, strong play down low, and 

intensity to be admired by all in 

attendance.  Ellie Bonime poured in 8 points 

coming off the bench with additional 

rebounding and points coming from Edith 

Chess.  As has been the case with all of wins, 

the entire team showed a high level of 

respect for their opponents and compassion 

in their win. The WDS defending Girls 

Champions will host the first round of the 

play-offs towards the end of February or 

the beginning of March.  The time and date 

will be announced.  Congratulations on this 

wonderful accomplishment and representing 

http://www.youngisrael.org/
http://www.westchesterday.org/
mailto:tinabetho@aol.com
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WDS with dignity and good luck in the play-

offs.     

Hockey News…  
Goals were scored during the Hudson River 

Hockey Series to raise money for relief of 

the terrorized children of Sderot, who have 

been under missile attacks - $2,800 was 

raised in just one evening!  The money raised 

will go toward sponsoring 2 classes of 

Sderot students to a full day of fun touring 

Jerusalem.  Mazal Tov to the hockey players 

on both teams! 

 

 
 

…The Wild traveled to Flushing on Monday 

might to play YCQ and came away with a 7-0 

victory.  Our Boys’ play was marked by great 

hustle as they seemed to always be a step 

ahead of YCQ.  Captain Jacob Aboodi and 

Alternate Captain David Wildes each 

recorded Hat Tricks (3 goals) and goalie 

Nathan Goldman’s third shutout in a row was 

preserved by Ethan Katz’s goaltending and 

strong defense. Jacob Aboodi opened the 

scoring in the first period with a shot from 

the slot after wrapping around the goal and 

David Wildes followed that with a goal off a 

rebound to give The Wild a 2-0 lead.  David 

then scored a short-handed goal (while WDS 

was playing a player short due to a penalty) 

in the 2nd period and Jacob then banged in a 

rebound off a nifty round the goal move and 

shot by Josh Stern to give WDS a 4-0 lead 

after 2 periods.  26 seconds into the 3rd 

period, Jacob scored again after making a 

great move which left a YCQ defenseman 

standing flatfooted and 21 seconds 

thereafter, David scored on a beautiful 

centering pass from Sammy Smigel.  Sammy 

then rounded out the scoring with a goal a 

few minutes later to close the win.  The 

game featured all members of the team 

seeing serious “ice” time and leaves The 

Wild with a 4-1-1-1 record (4 wins, 1 loss, 1 

overtime loss and 1 tie).  Our team seems to 

be hitting its stride and our next game is 

against YCQ (again) this Sunday @ WDS at 

2 pm.  Be there to cheer our boys on and 

LETS GO WILD !!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Sports League  
Softball Sign Up    

            1st - 3rd Grade Coed League  

4th - 6th Grade Boys League  

 4th - 7th Grade Girls League 

This Sunday, February 1st   

 9am - 11am at WDS 

$125/child in 1st -3rd grade     

$150/ child in 4th -   7th grade 

(payable to SSL) 

For more info please contact  

Daniel Katz at (914) 722-9095 or 

 Michael Muss at (914) 636-6492 or 

 Len Schwarzbaum at (914) 723-4712 

Children must be registered in person. 

Please bring a mitt to sign up. 

 

 
 

 

 

Community News… 
Feb. 10:  Young Israel of White Plains is 

selling tickets for The Harlem Globetrotters  

Performing at The Westchester County 

Center Tuesday 2-10-09  7pm 

Tickets $20 To order contact 

 Joseph Orlian JIOESQ@aol.com 

  

 

mailto:JIOESQ@aol.com

