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Upcoming Events 
WDS School Calendar 2009/2010 

The first day of school will be Tuesday, 

Sept. 8, 2009.  A tentative calendar will be 

forwarded shortly.  

 

March 

Sun. 3/8:  Daylight Savings Time  

(spring forward)  

Mon.  3/9:  1:40 Dismissal:  Fast of Esther  

Tues. 3/10 :  12:00 Dismissal:  Purim 

Wed. 3/18:  4 th  Grade to sing at the Museum 

of Jewish Heritage  3:00 ð 6:30pm  

Fri. 3/20:  End of Second Trimester  

 

Make-Up DateséDue to the snow day last 

Monday, After School Science for grades K 

and 1 and After School  Girls Sports for 

grades 1-3 will be held this  Monday, March 

9th . Pick up is at 2:45 PM . 

 

é We have begun our campaign for Matanot 

Leviyonim.  All monies collected in our 

tzedakah boxes will be donated to Od Yosef 

Chai.  Checks and/ or cash can be given to  

Rabbi Weiss  in the lower school and Rabbi 

Slotkin in the middle school.  

é We are pleased to announce our Annual 

Food Drive .  All food collected will  be 

donated to the Mamaroneck Food Pantry.   

They are requesting cereal, dry milk, cans 

of tuna and beans etc. Food will be 

delivered on Monday, March 30.  All food 

should be brought to your childõs Judaic 

studies classroom. Any questions, contact 

Rabbi Weiss  

 

PURIM AT WDSé.   
Tues. 3/10:   

ü Grades K ð 8:  12:00 Dismissal  

ü Ganon Half Day & Full Day:  11: 30 

Dismissal 

ü Extended Day Ganon:  12:00 Dismissal  

All students, Ganon ð 8th  grade are 

encouraged to come to school in 

costume. 

ü Ganon will have a Purim carnival 

beginning at 9:15 a.m.  

ü Kindergarten ð 8th :  Will have a Megillah 

reading in Castle Shul . 

 

Thurs. 3rd grade Purim 

Productioné  was a smashing success!    

King Achashvairosh  while drunk killed his 

Queen Vashti.  Hashem, in his great wisdom, 

had Mordechai over hear the conversation 

of Bigtan and Teresh ð who plotted to poison 

the King.  This was documented in the  Book 

of Chronicles., which later was the key to 

the turnabout of events.  Mordechai ended 

up on the Kingõs horse with royal clothing 

while Haman gets sent to the gallows and is 

hung!  The children out performed 

themselves to levels of expectations beyond 

imagination.  They  really grasped a strong 

understanding of the events that took place 

in the time of the Megillah.  Their singing, 

accompanied by Mr. Sandy Shmuely, was 

music to the ears of their parents, families 

and the entire audience.  DVDõs are available 

at the introductory price of $25.00. Many 

thanks to our 3 rd  grade teachers: Morah 

Chani,  Morah Etil, Mrs. Rosen, and Mrs. 

Cochrane.  A very special Todah Rabah to 

our writer, producer, and prop  coordinator, 

our very own Rabbi Dovid Leiman!  
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Mazel Tov 
éMr. and Mrs. Josh Eisen on the birth of a  

baby girlé big brother is Yosef in KH  

 

School Happenings  
éWe are pleased to announce that our 4th  

grade class has been invited to sing at 5:15 

pm at the graduation ceremonies of the 

Gallery Educator Class of the Museum of 

Jewish Heritage ð A Living Memorial to the 

Holocaust in New York City.  The ceremony 

will be held on Wed . evening, March 18 .  

 

Clips From The Classroom 
Ganon Hay:  Who makes the best 

Hamentashen? Ganon Hay does! Did you know 

tha t our 3 corner hamentashen were made 

from a circle shape? Then we filled them 

with apricot and prune lekvar and pinched 

them into triangles. They were delicious.   

We have been very busy putting the 

finishing touches on our masks, ra -ashanim, 

puppets , crowns and last but not least, our 

own retold version of Megillah Esther. The 

children have been acting out the parts of 

King Achashverosh, Queen Esther, 

Mordechai and of course that mean guy 

Haman. They laugh, sing songs, and rule over 

Persia in Shushan. It i s very cute to watch 

the girls parade in front of the King and 

they all wonder who he will choose. We can't 

wait to see everyone's costume next week 

and the children are looking forward to our 

carnival.   To fulfill the Mitzvah of Matanot 

L'evyonim we took our pennies from our 

Shabbat Shekalim census and opened up our 

Tzedukah box too, and counted all our 

change. The whole school is collecting money 

to give to Od Yosef Chai for poor people in 

Eretz Yisrael. We feel very proud to be a 

part of this wonderful p roject and hope that 

everyone will make a contribution.  Chag 

Sameach & Shabbat Shalom  

Submitted by: Morah Lori & Morah Suri  

  
 

6th & 7th Grade Language Arts 
Room 308 continues to be a busy place 

where lessons never stop. Students are 

studying grammar, lite rature, writing, and 

vocabulary every week.  

é Both 6th  & 7 th  grades recently completed 

their Steinbeck units and wrote excellent 

analytical book reports discussing one of the 

themes that we explored in class. The sixth 

graders are now reading their choice  of 

three books in preparation for their next 

novel, Lois Lowryõs The Giver , and the 

seventh grade is reading The Other Side of 
Truth , by Beverley Naidoo, before studying 

Animal Farm .  They are honing their skills in 

reading for detail by completing variou s 

graphic organizers, such as chapter maps, 

character maps, timelines, and person 

pyramids. Simultaneously, both the 6th  & 7 th  

grade classes are also moving through their 

Strategies for Writers  textbooks and 

Practice the Strategies Notebooks . Using 

rubrics , samples, and step-by-step practice, 

the sixth grade learned how to write formal 

business letters, and the seventh grade 

learned how to write respectful e -mails 

requesting information and assistance. Both 

classes are now beginning to learn how to 

write pe rsuasively. Each week, students are 

also given an opportunity to practice more 

independent, creative writing after receiving 

focused lessons on relevant skills, such as 

the use of powerful verbs and specific 

nouns, picturesque and figurative language, 

and more. The children are working their 

way through their Stadlier -Oxford 

vocabulary books, and have just reviewed 

the new words for unit 9. Quizzes are given 

every ten days or so.  Finally, now that the 

appropriate formal grammar lessons are 

more-or -less complete, we have returned to 

a more interactive and exciting whole -

language approach to grammar and 

punctuation called DOL. Several times each 

week, incorrectly written sentences from a 

story are shown on the Smartboard. The 

students first try independently to write 

the sentences correctly, and then we review 

the corrections aloud as a class and make 

the changes on the Smartboard. It is a 

wonderful opportunity to hear and see 

proofreading and editing in practice, and the 

errors included in the sentences lead into 

mini-lessons in grammar, spelling, 

punctuation, dialogue, form, and style, as 

well as the chance for students to ask for 

clarification about rules and techniques that 

arenõt clear to them. Everyone has a turn, 

and everyone learns. Itõs a lot of fun!   

Submitted by:  Mrs. Rachel Piven -Kehrle  

 

Grade 5:   As part of our history unit on 

the creation of our country, the 5 th  grade 

has carefully considered the details of the 

Declaration of Independence, paying close 

attention to the logical organization of th is 

famous document. We noted how it begins by 

stating how every person is entitled to 

certain freedoms, and it is the job of a 

government to protect the citizens and work 

to assure their freedoms. Understanding 

this, students are working in groups to 

complete their versions of the Declaration, 

offering the same points, but with a twist! 

Each group was challenged to develop a 

theme for its declaration, and will soon be 

able to share with everyone some incredibly 

creative work! Imagine the declaration, 

writte n to the theme of bowling pins 

breaking away from their alley, or toppings 

breaking away from an ice -cream store? How 

about people breaking away from gravity or 

Jedi breaking away from the Old Republic 

(hey, wait a secé didnõt that actually 

happen?) Soon our class will present their 

finished documents for all the world to see!  

In science, we have been studying various 

elements of geology. Like real geologists, we 

learned to identify rocks based upon various 

attributes, including color, density, luster, 

plat e-streak and hardness. We used Mohõs 

scale of hardness, just like real geologists! 

We also got to view and handle a variety of 

fossils, and noted how a fossil can be the 
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whole creature, a part of the creature, or 

just an impression of the creature in stone . 

What makes any fossil a fossil, we decided, 

is that it is evidence of something that once 

lived. We next used clay to simulate a fossil 

found in stone and, again like real geologists, 

poured plaster into the impression the 

òcreatureó left behind, giving us a perfect 

cast of the long -gone creature in relief 

(sticking out of the plaster).  

In writing, we have challenged ourselves to 

create some fantastic fables. Deceptively 

simple in appearance, the hard part is 

writing a very simple story that, between 

the lines, offers a deep and thought -

provoking message. Fables are very hard to 

develop, and our writers are doing some 

great work, making effort to practice the 

skill of telling less and showing more.  

Submitted by:  Mr. Yechiel Lefrak  

       

Condolences To 
éMrs. Aliza Major and family on the loss of 

her mother, Mrs. Sheri  (Grauer ) Raskas  

(WDS class of õ62). 

é Mrs. Joan Goodman and family on the loss 

of her father, Mr. Morris Dworkin.  

 

Basketball Newsé 
éThe 6th grade boys õ play-off game against 

S.A.R. has been rescheduled for Sunday, 

March 8  at WDS ð 9:30 a.m. 

éThe undefeated (10 -0), WDS girls 7th and 

8th grade team will defend their title on 

Sunday, March 8 at 11:00 a.m  at WDS.   

éThis year we are very proud to field two 

basketball teams in the play -offs and  look 

forward to seeing   many supportive and 

cheerin g WDS Wildcat  fans this Sunday!!!    

Lets go Wildcats!!!!!      

 

 

 

 

Hockey Newsé 
The Wild faced off last night in the WDS 

gym against friendly rival ASHAR in the 

opening round of the playoffs.   Last nightõs 

exhibition of determined, spirited and often 

precision play showed how the Wild ha ve 

continued to mature throughout this season 

as a team and individually as players.   Jacob 

Aboodi opened the scoring 52 seconds into 

the 1 st  period when after a burst of sp eed, 

he beat the ASHAR defensemen to the puck 

and banged in a goal on a rebound off a long 

Jon Klaristenfeld slapshot  for a 1 -0 WDS 

lead.  Sammy Smigel upped WDSõs lead to 2-

0 when he knocked in a goal off a rebound on 

his own shot with 2 minutes and 34 s econds 

gone in the 2 nd period and Jacob Aboodiõs 

tally on a beautiful wrap around the goal 

move with 9:40 gone in the same period led 

to a 3 -0 WDS lead.   After some quick stick 

handling, David Wildes extended The Wildõs 

lead to 4 -0 with 5 minutes gone in t he 3 rd  

period when he stuffed in a goal off a Josh 

Stern backhander which came on a centering 

pass from Wildes.   ASHAR came back to 

score 2 minutes later on a breakaway wrist 

shot to make it 4 -1 but WDS answered back 

and made the score 5 -1 when David Wilde s 

scored top shelf (over the goalieõs shoulder) 

on a wrist shot from the point after a nice 

set up pass from Jacob Aboodi.   ASHAR 

closed out the scoring with goal with a 

minute and 15 left in the game to yield the 

5-2 margin of victory for The Wild.   Stron g 

defense by Jon Herman and Jon 

Klaristenfeld and several òhighlightó saves 

by goalie Nathan Goldman complemented 

great hustle by the entire team and helped 

WDS to this victory.    

 

The Wild now face Har Torah in the 

Conference Finals on Tuesday nite March 

17th in Flushing and the winner of that 

game goes on to the League Championship 

game.  Be there to cheer our boys on and 

LETS GO WILD !!! 

 

 

 
 

 

PTA NEWSé. 
Candy Sale:  Just a Reminder Pesach 

Candy Sale order forms are due ð please 

send in ASAP.  This is a  very big fund raiser 

for your PTA ð please participate!  

 

Community Newsé 
é Sunday, March 22nd. Hebrew Institute of 

White Plains will be hosting a workshop 

entitled òPositive Jewish Parentingó as part 

of a grant from the UJA -Federation. The 

event is a blen d between positive parenting 

and positive Judaism for our kids.  Please 

see  attached flyer attached  - for more 

information call:  HIWP  914 948 -3095  

 

éSun. March 8th .  12:00 ð 4:00PM 

Congregation Anshe Sholom in New Rochelle  

Purim Carnival.  For more inf o call:  

(914)  632 -9220  


