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Dates to Remember: 
1/15 & 16:    Gr. 7 Shabbaton / New Rochelle 

1/16:      Rosh Chodesh Shevat 

1/18:    No Sessions:  MLK Day 

      Staff Prof. Development Day 

1/24:  Sign Up for Sunday Sports League 

1/28: Gr. 1 Chag Hasiddur – 9:15 am 

1/31:  Sign Up for Sunday Sports League 

2/2:  Please note After-School Sports for 

boys 1st & 2nd grade will begin Tuesday, 

February 2nd. 

2/3:   5th Gr. Students to visit Museum of 

Jewish Heritage     9:30 – 2:00 

2/12-16:  No Sessions – President’s Break 

2/17:     Sessions Resume 

Note:  There will be NO bus service on 

Wed, Thurs, Fri (2/17,18,19) from the 

New Rochelle School District (K-6) and 

the Scarsdale School District (K-8).  

Parents must provide transportation. 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

6TH Grade Shabbaton will be held on 

February 5-6, 2010 at Merkaz Yisroel of 

Marine Park in Brooklyn, NY 

 

 

 

WDS 62nd Annual Dinner 
Saturday evening, 8:30pm 

February 20, 2010 
Lake Isle Country Club 

honoring 
Amy & Paul Heller’ 

Guests of Honor 
Susie & Jeff Meyers 

Young Leadership Award 
Tina & Joseph Orlian 

Hakarat Hatov Award 
Miriam Dollman & Jane Grauer 

Faculty Award 
 

School Happenings  
Friday, Jan. 8th:  The 8th graders were 

once again treated to a very special guest 

speaker.  Dan Katz,  a 1996 WDS graduate,  

who is currently a member of the 5th Special 

Forces Unit of the U.S. Army, came in to 

discuss his life and the war in Iraq.   After 

graduating from WDS, Mr. Katz went on to 

Horace Mann High School in NYC, before 

receiving his undergraduate degree at the 

University of Penn.  When he graduated Penn 

in 2003, he found himself entering a country 

still reeling from the 9/11 attacks, and an 

army stretched thin fighting wars in both 

Afghanistan and Iraq.  Realizing he had 

benefited from the many freedoms awarded 

him in our country; he felt it was his duty to 

help serve our nation by joining the army.  

He was one of the few new recruits 

accepted into the Special Forces program. 

He was open and honest with our classes 

about his two tours in Iraq.  He explained 

that on his first tour, he was in charge of 

the health and well being of prisoners that 

were being interrogated.  During his second 

tour of duty, his team was in charge of 

training the Iraqi E.R.B. units, which would 

be the equivalent of a S.W.A.T. unit in the 

United States.  Fortunately, he did not face 

any hostility for being a Jewish soldier in a 

Muslim country, but he did have difficulty 

staying observant.  As he says, “The army 

works on its own schedule.”  Mr. Katz is 

currently in back in the United States and in 

graduate school studying Foreign Relations.  

Mr. Katz’s dedication and willing to sacrifice 

is a testament to the type of person he is, 

and I am proud to have had him speaking 

with our students.    

Submitted by:  Mr. Dan Bulgarelli (Mr. “B”) 

Social Studies Teacher – Middle School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matan Bat Mitzvah Program:   

On Wednesday evening, 6th gr. mothers and 

daughters learned about the female judge, 

Devora.   This class served as a great review 

for 6th gr.  girls, as they all studied shoftim 

last year in 5th gr.  Mothers and daughters 

alike emerged, more informed and inspired 

by this figure from Tanach. We discussed 

Devorah's bravery and courage as a female 

leader, but most of all, her feelings about 

being a "mother" to all of B'nei Yisrael, as 

she calls herself in the famous "Shirat 

Devorah." The next Matan class will cover 

"Chana" and will take place on Wed., Feb. 

17th from 6:30-8:30 in the Castle Shul.   

Submitted by:  Mrs. Shayna Bekritsky 

Middle School – Navi Teacher 

 

Kabbalat Shabbat: 
On Friday morning, the kindergarten 

students performed their Kabbalat Shabbat 

in front of their parents, relatives and 

friends.  This year, our theme is  “FAMILY”. 

What better way to celebrate this occasion 

then by celebrating with family?!  We sang 

meaningful songs and danced terrific dances.  

Mr. Sandy Shmuely assisted our children by 

adding choreography to the play.  Thank you 

to Mr. Shmuely (music) Morah Ziva Dorf and 

Morah Kim Siegel (scenery) and to Morah 

Miriam Dollman, Morah Jane Grauer, Morah 

Shani Wilk and Morah Sue Moskovich for 

helping to make this such a momentous 

Shabbat. 
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WDS Roving Reporter  
     Ezra Mannis – 8th grade student 
Winter semester is in full swing.  The 

weather is cold and things are hopping inside 

WDS.  Each  morning  music is piped in 

throughout the halls in Wolfson Hall which 

surely brings a ”warm”  feeling to the day. 

On the topic of warm & fuzzy feeling -  the 

Kindergarten children just performed (after 

practicing all week) their annual Kabbalat 

Shabbat to the entertainment of their 

family, friends and Morot.  We look forward 

the 1st grade performing their Chag 

Hasiddur shortly.  Shaar’e Tzedek Hospital 

in Jerusalem made a “pitch” for support 

from to the Middle School students 

consisting of a video and explaining the 

importance and uniqueness of the Hospital.  

This weekend YINR will be hosting our 7th 

grade Shabbaton.  Everyone will surely enjoy 

our day off on Monday to commemorate 

Martin Luther King!  Each WDS sport team 

had very busy schedules this week – some 

successful some not – but  a good effort was 

put out.  Shabbat Shalom 

 
  Mr. Slaterõs Fourth Grade:  

Thereõs Strength in Unity                   

 By:  Mrs. Francine Greenberg  

     One primary responsibility of elementary 

school teachers is to inspire their students 

to love school and love learning. Many 

students tend to be driven by the 

cooperative needs of belonging and having 

fun. For these students, being a part of Mr. 

Andrew Slater’s fourth grade class offers a 

dual reward. The cooperative group work 

with which Mr. Slater provides his fourth 

grade students, allows them to connect with 

their peers while being academically 

challenged.      This past week, when I 

walked into their room, the students had 

their noses in the financial section of the 

newspaper. They were learning how to be 

prospective buyers of stocks, analyzing many 

stocks and seeing how the paper indicated 

losses and profits. The next day the 

students were divided into groups of four, 

and were given the task of purchasing four 

stocks, with each individual student 

responsible for one selection. A competitive 

aspect was added when Mr. Slater 

announced that the goal of the day’s lesson 

was to purchase an overall total of $900. 

The group which came closest to $900 would 

be declared the winner. Working with 

calculators, pencils and paper, the students 

were engaged in purposeful academic 

activity. Driven by their cooperative and 

competitive needs, the students worked 

together feverishly, assigning each other 

tasks, and being very receptive to Mr. 

Slater’s instruction and assistance. Because 

he has emphasized respectful relationships 

and cooperative group work from the 

beginning of the year, his students were 

able to develop respectful competitive 

behavior as they embraced their roles as 

future financiers.  

 

Clips from the Classroom 
Ganon Gimel:  

We have read a series of ABC books. The 

children are working on creating their own 

ABC books.  Each child will have his own copy 

to read to his/her family. We are also 

learning to paint in the styles of various 

artists.  This week we learned about Vincent 

Van Gogh, who used short strokes to paint 

portraits, still lifes and landscapes.  The 

children have been using mirrors to aide 

them in painting their self portraits.  If 

you’d like to stop in and pose, they’ll paint 

your portrait too.  We’re waiting for Rosh 

Chodesh so that we can welcome the new 

moon of Tevet and watch as it waxes and 

wanes.  We will sing moon songs, bake moon 

cookies and wish each other a chodesh tov. 
Submitted by:  Morah Lynn & Morah Joanie 

 

Kitah Aleph ð Grade 1 Hebrew 

TuB'Shevat is coming and Kitah Aleph began 

the Tal Am workbook for TuB'Shevat this 

week.  Ma Yesh LaEtz? (What does a tree 

have)?  The students began learning the 

different parts of a tree.  We sang a song 

called MiRoeh, MiRoah, Mah Yesh LaEtz, 

Mah, which allowed the students the 

opportunity to act out the different parts 

of a tree.  In addition to the parts of a tree, 

we learned the Hebrew date for 

TuB'Shevat.  In addition, although the 

ground in America is often covered with 

snow and frozen at the time of TuB'Shevat, 

we learned that in Israel, TuB'Shevat is the 

time when trees are planted.  Shanah Tova 

to the trees. 

Submitted by:  Morah Sabrina Gaffney 

 

Condolences Toé 
…Mr. Michael Muss & family on the passing 

of his grandmother, great-grandmother to 

Jacob, Max and Isabelle Muss. 

 

Basketball  
.. The 7th and 8th Lady Wildcats defeated 

R.P.R.Y. 46-26 to bring their record to 4-2.  

The team was lead by the aggressive play of 

Rachel Weintraub and Yaela Halper who 

exercised their presence with strong 

rebounding, diving for many loose balls, and 

blocking or altering many shots.  The game 

remained very close through the third 

quarter, but Rachel Aboodi made some great 

baskets and passes, while playing with three 

fouls from the mid point of the second 

quarter.  Sophie Levinson played all three 

positions and rose to the occasion by making 

many great passes and was instrumental in 

many successful plays.  Isabelle Muss made 

an incredible pass leading to a basket and 

also hit a shot in the fourth quarter which 

was really needed.  Ellie Bonime and Molly 

Heller each helped by providing pressure 

defense and getting key rebounds for their 

team.  

.. On Monday evening, the 7thand 8th girls 

defeated SAR 39-34 to bring their record 

to 5-2.  SAR. took the early lead but WDS 

came back with the point guard play of 

Rachel Aboodi, Ellie Bonime, and Sophie 
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Levinson to regain the lead and never give it 

up.  Rachel Weintraub played an outstanding 

game both with her scoring and strong 

rebounding.  Yaela Halper also provided a 

strong presence inside, while getting many 

rebounds and blocking numerous shots.  

Isabelle Muss contributed many key baskets 

and made many steals on defense.  Shoshana 

Marder also tossed in a needed basket to 

help her team gain control of the game.  

Keep rolling Lady Wildcats.  Congratulations. 

 …The 6th grade boys defeated North 

Shore with a thrilling victory 32-31 to bring 

their record to 4-1.  The team was led by co-

captains Jake Mannis and Andrew Langer, 

each provided needed leadership,  and 

swarming defense, while contributing to the 

scoring.  Ben Katz played unbelievable 

defense and got many rebounds..  Seth 

Halper and Avidan Rudansky made numerous 

steals which started fast break 

opportunities, while Max Weisbrot and 

Daniel Alexander also were helpful in 

securing this close win.  With only 3 minutes 

to go North Shore made a run and cut the 

lead to 2 points with under a minute to go.  

The team put the ball to sleep, while Andrew 

Langer re-entered the game, made a bullet 

pass to Avidan Rudansky, although not 

leading to a sure basket.  North Shore then 

got fouled with 1.4 seconds left in the game, 

hit the front end of a foul shot opportunity, 

and then missed the second attempt.  WDS 

escaped with an exciting win.   

… On Monday evening, 6th grade boys lost to 

SAR in a close game.  Our boys made several 

attempts to get control to the game, but 

each time came up just short.  Jake Mannis 

played an incredible game, both on the 

defensive end and scoring several important 

baskets.  Andrew Langer also helped lead his 

team from the point guard position with 

inside help from Max Weisbrot, Ben Katz, 

and Daniel Alexander.  The boys put up a 

very good effort in this defeat.  Throughout 

this heated contest, all the boys continued 

to demonstrate outstanding sportsmanship 

and exceptional midot!  The boys 

demonstrated the way a team should 

conduct themselves in a loss.  We all should 

be very proud of them and the very positive 

example they set when winning or loosing. 

Hockey   
It was all smiles for the Wild this week. The 

WDS Wild traveled to Great Neck this past 

Monday to avenge an earlier loss this season 

to the rival North Shore Stars.  Looking to 

create more scoring chances, the Wild 

changed strategies, starting the game with a 

power offensive lineup. The strategy worked 

as the Wild exploded for a 5-3 first period 

lead, matching its season high of goals in 

just the first period. With two more goals in 

the remaining two periods and strong play by 

net minder Josh Eagle, the Wild held on for 

their first victory of the year, 7 – 5. Captain 

Sammy Smigel impressed all with his 4 goal 

performance. Goals were added by both 

Jacob Ungar and Ethan Katz, who played his 

most physical and impassioned game.  When 

asked, “what was the source of their 

newfound aggressive and confident play”, 

Zach Green and the Wild responded 

 ”J – E – T – S! Jets! Jets!” as they continue 

to support the other Gang Green. With two 

weeks off before their next game in 

February, the Wild will continue to use their 

time to practice, strategize and find 

excuses for not doing all of their homework.  

Let’s go Wild! 

 

Chessed 
.. Middle School students added extra 

tefilot  for the victims of the Haiti 

earthquake.   We want to commend the 

leadership for our own 8th grader, Rachel 

Weintraub, who will be selling ID dog tags 

for the organization Hearts for  Haiti. 

Money collected next week will go to relief 

efforts in Haitti. 

 

 

..On Wed., Jan. 12th Ms. Sharon Goldwyn 

from Shaare Zedek Medical Center 

delivered a presentation to the Middle 

School students about the important role 

that the hospital  plays in Jerusalem.  WDS 

will be joining 7th grade students Elliot 

Beretz, Zachary Green and Jacob Ungar in a 

Hockey Chesed Event on Sunday, January 

31st from 4:00 – 6:00 PM. The event will 

include a skills competition, a three on three 

tournament and fun and refreshments. No 

previous hockey experience necessary.  

Minimum suggested donations is $20.  For 

more information or to RSVP, please e-mail 

SuzanneBeretz@aol.com, 

Lauradgreen@yahoo.co or ELungar@aol.com   

 

Just-a-Reminder:  The school office is 

unable to accept change of transportation 

plans after 3:15 pm. It is recommended that 

a note be sent in with the student in the 

morning.  We are, as always, pleased to be as 

helpful as possible.   

 

Nurseõs Corner 
REMINDER!! Please call in your child’s 

absence on ext. 500 or 117 (24/7) 

regardless of reason (illness or travel, etc.) 

This includes 8th grader’s absences for HS 

interviews or half-days.  Thank you! 

 

 Community Events:    

 Sunday Sports League  

Grade 1            Co-ed League     $125.00 

Grades 2 & 3:  Co-ed League     $125.00 

Grades 4,5 & 6:  Boys League    $150.00 

Grades 4,5,& 6:  Girls League    $150.00 

(checks payable to: Sunday Sports League) 

Softball Sign Up Dates & Times at WDS: 

Sunday, Jan. 24     10:30 am – 12:30pm  OR 

Sunday, Jan. 31      10:30 am – 12:30 pm 

Please bring a mitt to registration!  

For more info  please call:  

Michael Muss  (917) 887-3976  

Dan Katz  (917) 921-4114  

David Rifkin  (914) 274-0559  or  

Len Schwarzbaum  (914) 393-9102 

mailto:SuzanneBeretz@aol.com
mailto:Lauradgreen@yahoo.co
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Thank you t o all of our contributors thus far : 

   
PILLAR 

VIVIAN & STANLEY BERNSTEIN 

AMY & PAUL HELLER 

BONNIE & RUSSELL MANNIS 

BARBARA & BARRY NOVICK 

 

GUARDIAN 
AMY & MYRON EAGLE 

ALISA & BARRY MANNIS 

 

BENEFACTOR 
ANONYMOUS 

ELLEN & MICHAEL GOLDBERG 

ELLEN &. DAVID GOLDSCHMIDT 

CINDY & BRUCE MILLER 

THE PROPP FAMILY 

 

MASTER BUILDER 
SHARON & MICHAEL FREUDENSTEIN 

DANA & MARC JASON 

KAREN & DANIEL KOSOWSKY 

SIRENA & DAN SILBER 

 

BUILDER 
YAEL & DANNY JESSELSON 

SUSAN & ARNOLD WILSON 
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PATRON 
ADRIENNE & MICHAEL ALEXANDER 

SUZANNE & STUART BERETZ 

MICHELLE & MICHAEL NACHMANI 

SHLOMIT & ARNON STORFER 

 

SPONSOR 
VIVIAN & GERALD ADLER 

BLIMI & BENJAMIN BERGER 
HELENE WALISEVER & STEVEN BERKSON 

DAVID & FELICIA BIEBER 
DANA & MAURICE BONIME 
ALISA & JEFFREY DAVID 

ROBIN & JONATHAN EISEMAN 
RENA FREDMAN & DAVID LICHTENSTEIN 

ADINA & LAWRENCE GARBUZ 
RACHEL & ISRAEL GOLDMAN 
MINDY & ZACHARY GRANT 
YAEL & JEFFREY HALAAS 
JODI & STEVEN HALPER 

MARLA & AVRI  HOROWITZ 
MARI & ARTHUR HOURWITZ 

YAEL & EVAN JEROME 
JOYCE & BERNARD KOSOWSKY 

JACKIE & SAUL LEBOVIC 
REBECCA & JONAS LEIBOWITZ 

MORANO LANDSCAPE 
SUE & RON MOSKOVICH 

SHARON & SOLOMON PACKER 
DEBRA & HOWARD SCHUB 
SHEVA & KENNETH SMIGEL 

ELIZABETH & JONATHAN TROPPER 
LEONORE & HERBERT WOLFF 
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DONOR 
RUTH & SHELDON BAUSK 

STACI & JACOB BODNER 

SHERRI & JOSH DUITZ 

TAMAR & GABRIEL FEDER 

DEBRA & SETH FISCHOFF 

LAUREN SCHORR & ALAN GENACHOWSKI 

LAUREN & GARY GOLDMAN 

JAIME & ELIAN HARTMAN 

HUDSON VALLEY BANK 

BELLA MALITS 

SUZIE & RABBI CHAIM MARDER 

JENNIFER MELLER & MOSHE RUBIN 

ELLEN & MICHAEL MUSS 

JESSICA & SHLOMO RESSLER 

JESSICA & GARY ROZENSHTEYN 

SARA & KENNY SADINOFF 

BARBARA & RICHARD SIMON 

REVA & ILAN SLASKY 

ELISHA & ERIT TROPPER 

SUSAN & CHARLIE WACHSSTOCK 

TARA & JEREMY WAYNE 

PENINA & THOMAS WEINBERGER 

BAILA & STAN WEISS 

 

ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
ABCO PLUMBING 

BARBARA ABRAMOWITZ 

BETH & MARC BENGUALID 

MICHELLE & DANIEL BERMAN 

JUDY & STEVE BERMAN 

JENNIFER BIEBER 
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RONA & BARRY BIRNBAUM 

PENNY & STEPHEN BLOCK 

CJ SECURITY 

KAY & ARNOLD COHEN 

SUSAN COHEN 

COMPUTER DIRECTIONS 

MIRIAM & BARUCH DEUTSCH 

RACHEL & JEFFREY FENSTER 

LIZ & ABIE GABOR 

BETH & MITCHELL GARBOW 

ADRIENNE & DAVID GREENBLATT 

SUSAN & MICHAEL KATZ 

EMILY KIRSCHENBAUM & ELIZABETH BAKER 

HOULIHAN LAWRENCE 

RAILEY & STEVEN LANDAU 

NOAM LAKSER & SARAH RUBIN 

JACKIE & SAUL LEBOVIC 

MAIN STREET BOOKS 

ROSALIND MANN 

JANICE & MOSHE MIRSKY 

BARBARA & ROBERT NEUSTADTER 

DR. & MRS. JUDAH ROHER 

JANET & DAVID ROHER 

ROBIN & DAVID SAMOT 

BRACHA & YISROEL SCHECHTER 

NOMI SMILCHENSKY 

RENA & BRUCE SPINOWITZ 

JENNIFER & ROBERT SUSSER 

JEREMY & ALIZA WEITZMAN 

 
 


