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Dates to Remember:
12/4: End of First Trimester Gr. 1 -8
Report Cards will be mailed by 12/14
12/5: Grade 4: Melave Malka Prod uction
7:30 pm School Lunch Room
Parent/Teacher Conferences
Ganon & Kindergar ten
12/9: Matan Bat Mitzvah Program 6:30 -
8:30 pm 86™ grade girls and moms
12/10: Last Day for Gifts for WDS
Chanukah Toy Drive
12/12-19: Chanukah
12/17 & 18: Rosh Chodesh / Tevet
12/21: NO Scarsdale Buses (parents
must provide transportation to
and from school)
12/24 61/01: Winter Break dNo Sessions
1/4/: Sessions Resume

12/8:

Mazel Tov_to:

é Cantor & Morah Rossler on the
engagement of their son, Mordechai
Guber.

to Rivki

School Happenings

é He 8™ grade students have been
incorporating current events into their
social studies curriculum. On Tuesday,
11/24, we were privileged to have Mr.
Barry Mannis come in to give a
presentation and lead a discussion on
the issue of Iran and their drive for
nuclear power. The students learned
about Ilrands ties t
the world as well as how the possibility
of Iran getting nuclear weapons would
create an arms race in the Middle East.
Mr. Mannis demonstrated how this
directly impacts Israel as we |l as the
United States. The students worked in
groups to create possible solutions to
this problem. Through their
brainstorming, the students were able
to come up with a variety of options
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ranging from diplomacy, economic
sanctions, and military invasio n, all of
which are currently being considered
by our government, according to Mr.
Manni s. The |
however. The students, along with Mr.
Mannis and Mr. Bulgarelli, are creating

a long term project to present  to our
State Representati ve, Nit a Lowey,
which will culminate when we meet with
her in Washington, D.C. on our Senior
Class trip in the spring .

é¢ TORAH B @wWanWednesday (12/2)
our boysd and
traveled to Y eshiva Central Queens for
an intense competition. We played
SAR, RAMAZ and YCQ. Both of our
teams competed nicely and we came
away with a win and a tie. We are
looking forward to our next competition
in January. T he following students
represented WDS in the Torah Bowl:

Gr. 6: Daniel Alexander, Sara

Bernstein, Alex David, Ariella Reich,
Rebecca Roitman, Aliza Schub, Hannah
Backer. Gr. 7: Joshua Eagle, Gedaliah
Zemel, Gr. 8: Shlomo Fried, Michael
Kesselman. Congratulations to all!

GRUSS EXCELLENCE 2000 (E2K)
; Three

5 puscesses in
three years!
For the 3rd
year in a row,
WDS 7™ & 8th
grade Gruss Excellence 2000 [E2K]
students have been one of the top
teams in this year's Virtual Science
competition. We placed 3 " [07], 2nd
[08] and 3™ [09] in exciting, fast
paced, challenging and timed contest s
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involving 16 other Yeshivot both in the
United States, Israel and India.  There
were three 2 hour sessions involved in
preparation for this year's topic,

d Midoorganismes. i\ stadiecetypes,

characteristics, classification, osmotic
pressures, resistance to antibiot ics and
extreme conditions and use in the food
industry. Sessions integrated
discussion with Smart Board use for
additional information, testing and
videos of varied organisms. Fueled by
lots of chocolate chip cookies, apple
jlice,rOados, Bokevahd icedeteam s
stud ents tested each other, argued
vociferously, rose to the challenge and
had a wonderful time. The actual
competition involved timed multiple
choice, explanatory and "hands on"
guestions based on cultures in Petri
dishes while students used computers
to rapi dly research and then come to
consensus for answers. Much thanks to
Sharon Pogostin and Debbie Epstein for
their help and, of course, to all my
Gruss students who remind me by their
enthusiasm, interests and abilities how
fortunate | am to be their teacher

We're already looking forward to next
year! 7" & 8" Grade Gruss E2K
Students: Esther Douer, Benjamin
Kosowsky, Gedaliah Zemel, Joseph
Silber, Joe Douer, Michael Kesselman,
Aryeh Zapinsky, Josh Wachtenheim,
Josh Eagle, Josh Garfunkel, Adam
Bandler, Gabriel Brainson, Benni
Tuchman. Mazel Tov!!! Submitted by:
Mrs. Shelley Lippman

Chesed

€ Join in the WDS Chanukah Gift Drive and
make Chanukah brighter for a foster child

(914) 698-8900
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or adult with
Home and Family Services/Bais/Ezra

Lif etime Care Foundation. Only new gifts
please! All gifts must be dropped of in the
bin in the Castle Shul by Thursday morning,
12/10.

éln preparation
students partnered with the Bronx Jewish
Community Council to package food items for
the elderly. Our student s engaged in a
discussion with representative , Niti Minkove,
from the BJCC about poverty, food stamps,
and appreciation for all that we have.

In addition to creating packaged and writing
Chanukah cards, our studen ts also prepared
the packages for delivery which will take

place this Sunday from 9 to 11. Volunteers
are needed. If you are interested in helping
please contact the BJCC volunteer director,
Niti Minkove through email:
Nminkove@bjcconline.org or (917)693 -3084

8" Grade Parents!

Just -a-Reminder: Ads for the 2010
Yearbook must be submitted before
Dec. 18 ™. Thank you.

Friday

WDS Roving Reporter

Submitted by Ezra Mannis (8 ™ grader)

This week the middle school began collecting
toys for under privileged children to also
have a joyful Chanukah Our Ganon and
Kindergart en have been preparing and

lear ning about Chanukah. They have also
continued to enjoy the beautiful grounds
during recess as long as the weather allows
it. On Thursday afternoon the eighth grade
participated in a che sed program in the
Bronx. We worked on packaging and
transferring boxes of groceries to be
delivered to senior
to afford a meal. We were also encouraged
to talk to them and give them some

attention, something that many of themla  ck.

Each child and their familie s have been
invited back to deliver these groceries and
talk with these people this Sunday.
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f'ogradeChanuk ah
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malka held at school for the fourth grade
students and their families. As we all enjoy
our holiday seasons we also have in mind our
responsibility to help others who are not as
lucky as we are.

our 8

Character Counts !

Middle School students are workingo n a
Middot Campaign for the month of Kislev.
They will be focusing on the attribute of
RESPECT. As we prepare for the holiday of
Chanukah and turn our attention to the Beit
HaMikdash and the Kohanim who served
there, we will focus on the very important
concept of RESPECT. Students are involved
in a designing a flyer containing a slogan or
motto along with an illustration to encourage
greater respect. Students will then have a
chance to vote on the best fliers, and prizes
will be given to the winner. May w e all
benefit from greater focus on RESPECT!

Condolences To:

éDr. Saul Lebovic &
mother, Mrs. Paula Lebovic, grandmother to
Julia (gr. 6), Adam & Jordan (WDS Alumni).

Clips from the Classroom

Our two year -olds are excited abo ut
Chanukah! We 6 ve decorated
with 8 stained -glass candles, plus the
Shamash, the helper candle. We 6 r e
dreidels and our own bodies as we sing about
dreidels and sevivons. We 6 r e
popsicle sticks in glue and glitersow e &6 | |
have sparkly
representational menorahs. We 6 r e
stickers to decorate the frame of a
0staigheadsd dreidel

candles, popsicle sticks, buttons, and colo red
circle stickers.  Chanukah music fills our
room, and glittery tinsel reflects the winter
light. When oh when is that holiday coming?
We ¢ an 6 &Subwittedt by: Morah Amy
Leibowitz
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5" Grade
Poem written by Matthew Harris and
Alexandra Schreiber (5E)

for
And the 5 " grade is ready to eat the latke.
With the kovaim (hats)

Everything will seem very, very pleasant
Because we got a present.

ltds al most ti me

Itds called a
And with this we will have fun.
We write our feelings, thoughts, and wishes,
Happy, sad, slow, and fast.

So stick with Kitah Hay

And learn about the past,

How miracles occurred.

So join us and have a blast.

yoman (

Navi: 6t h grade began i
Gimel in Shmuel Aleph. We learned about
Shmuel's first p  rophecy and how he rose to
greatness in the Mishkan. Students are

f a miencquraged to thinkeritigally gbout what  h |

they are learning and to really connect to
the material we are studying.

é7E is well into the
We completed our study of Perek Hey,
learning about Dovid Ha -Melech's long

o u anticjpated gisg (@ power. Submitted by:

Mrs. Shayna Bekritsky

s p i nNaviin grade 8: This week we finished

Perek Gimmel in Melachim Aleph. After

di ppi n gleaiag obAdanigahu's rebellion, Dovid's

important advice to Shlomo, and Shlomo's
treguest feriwisdorm from gasbemrwe eagn
n with the
baby. While we all know the result of the
storyt (wekden't 3pliy thecbaby!e and why it is
a good representation of Shlomo's wisdom,
we also discussed how there is a lot more to
the story than just "Okay, so let's cut it in
half." As Shlomo gains more wisdom as he
gets older, he becomes ready to build the
Beit Hamikdash -- our next exciting unit.
Submitted by: Netanel Munk
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News from Sixth Grade Math: The sixth
graders have been very busy getting
accustomed to the demands of Middle
School. They have been actively learning the
content of the math curriculum. They began
the year with decimals, learning about
estimation, comparing and ordering, and the
four operation s with decimals. They then
focused on learning the order of operations
and are now able to simplify expressions
with many operations in them. The second
unit was an introduction to the algebraic
process. They learned how to evaluate
expressions and solv e equations using
algebra. They then moved into the world of
number theory and fractions. They are now
experts in finding
(fond memories of Middle School for all, |
am sure!) which prepared them for our
current unit in adding, subtr  acting,
multiplying, and dividing with fractions. In
this unit, they will also be solving equations
algebraically that involve fractions as well as
doing many problem-solving activities
involving fractions. The sixth graders will
then move on to learning about ratios and
proportions, geometry, data and graphing, as
well as probability. By the end of sixth
grade, the students will have had a very
productive year of math.

Submitted by: Mrs. Seader

Basketball 0
Girls:
éThe 7th & 8th

season against ASHAR with an impressive
50-6 win. The girls were lead by co -captains
Ellie Bonime who contributed 20 points and
Sofie Levinson who through in 12 points.
Starting center, Yaela Halper added 10

points, Rebecca Malits scored 14 points, and
Esther Douer hit 12 points.  Rachel
Weintraub helped secure the win with great
defense and strong rebounding. Rachel
Aboodi scored 6 more points while

distributing the ball to all players.

856 ORIENTA AVENUE

Isabelle Muss, Sydney Grant, Debbie Farago,
Molly Heller, an d Shoshana Marder were
also instrumental in achieving this win.
€0n Tuesday, the
Yeshiva Noam in New Jersey (74 -14). Their
record is 2 -0. They were in full control of
the game, demonstrated a total team
concept and exhibited outstand ing
sportsmanship with sensitivity  throughout
the game. Their next game is Monday, Dec.
7 at 7:45 against Moriah at WDS. Come and
support the Lady Wildcats!

Boys:

é The 7th & 8th grade boys opened

their season against ASHAR with a 40-16
win. The team was lead by co- captains,
Daniel Oppenheimer with 10 points and

G C F 6 DaniellSehivhongth 7 paintsd Ezr& Ndabirss,

Joshua Goldschmidt and Nathan Goldman all
added to the scoring and provided strong
inside play while dominating the boards.
Jeremy Wilson, Bennie Tuchman and Joshua
Blustein contributed strong guard play, with

a suffocating defense.  Joe Douer, Jesse
Goldberg, Martin Fried, Adam Bandler,

Harry Block, and Sam Horowitz each helped
secure this first win.

é On Wed. evening,
Cultural Day School to capture their second
win by the score of 47 -41. The game was
very close with WDS gaining an early lead
and Bi-Cultural getting a later lead. =~ Thanks
to the outstanding rebounding of Ezra

Mannis and the strong guard play of Daniel
Schub, Daniel Oppenheimer and Jeremy

gr atthedr g i Wilssn, WphSewasatble to withstand the

effort of Bi -Cultural. Benni Tuchman threw
in two very important outside shots and

hit two key foul shots when our team was
down by 4 points. Nathan Goldman also
added to the scoring and helpe d with his
aggressive defense while Josh Goldschmidt
provided rebounding and an inside presence.
Congratulations!!
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Hockey -
The first week of competition  for the WDS

Wild Hockey Team certainly lived up to its
ndame.dt wmas dimflyevédt ek week started
off with great drama and intensity witha 6 -
5 overtime loss to YCQ. The game featured
a back and forth duel, power play goals, and
even fan participation.  Everything seemed
to be going the Wild's way until a fluke goal
ended the Wild's night in OT, leav ing the
Wild with one point in the standings.  Our
home opener against ASHAR on Wednesday
night featured the team breaking through
Gabe Brainson's team banner, cheers led by
AJ Toporovsky and great fan support. A
couple of unfortunate buzzer beater goals
left the Wild on the short side of a 7 -5
loss. While the results were not as desired,

it certainly was a WILD week.
Congratulations to Josh Eagle for his strong
goalie performance, Captain Sammy Smigel
for his emerging leadership and goal, Ben
Katzenstei n for his team leading 5 goals, and
rookie Jack Hartstein for his first career

goal on his first ever shift. We look
forward to your support as the Wild take s
on NSHA Lions Wednesday at our jungle!
team defeated Bi

WDS/PTA Book Fair 2009

BY: Emily Weisbrot& Ellie Bonime (Gr. 8)

On Nov. 10" and 11" the
WDS/PTA h osted its
Annual Book Fair. The
book fair had all kinds

of books from religious
to science fiction, from
action to just - for -girls books. Some parents
could not come in the middle of the day, so
their children made a wish list. Among the
books that were th e favorite were the
Sammy Spider series, Let My People Goby
Tilda Balstey, Wag by Patrick McDonnell,
Belinda the Ballerina , and the Cam Jansen
series by David A. Adler. Some topics that

the children li ked were humor and sports.
The seventh grade girls lik ed books about

PHONE: (914) 698-8900
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girls of their age. Rabbi Rosenwasser
recommended Jewish books: Shabbat
Bedltime Stories by Shmuel Blitz and the
Magid Stories f or Children. Every year the
book fair hosts a guest author. This year it
was Carol Weston. She revealed that she
loves writing novels because she can make
the story up as she goes along, and the plot
does not have to be true. Sometimes, she
uses real incidents in her books that have
happened to her own children, such as the
crackling of bubble wrap which her childre n
do to create a lot of noise. She enjoys

writing a diary for a character because she
can use honesty and not be embarrassed.
The events did not happent o her butto a
made uppersoni nst ead. Mr s .
book was rejected many times by different
publishers. She kept on improving upon it
until it finally was accepted. Mrs. Weston
encouraged the students at WDS to strive

to complete their goals. Overall, the book
fair of 2009 at WDS was a success.

PTA News:

WDS SPIRIT WEAR s available for
purchase - sweatshirts, shirts, etc. from
child small to adul't
and much more. & be a part of the spirit
wave! For more info, contact the PTA.

XL

BOX TOPS Please submit your clipped box
tops into the pink box top box next to the
school offi ce. Clip 10¢ Box Tops coupons
from hundreds of your favorite products.
ltds so easy to earn

Community Events :

é Sat, Dec. 5": Congregation Anshe Shalom
(New Rochelle) Chanukah Carnival from
7:30-10:30 pm & for more info call:

914 632-9220

é Sat. 131150 mnadd®un.12/6
9:30 am 6 5:30 pm: Bet Am Shalom
Synagogue, 295 Soundview Ave. White
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cash f

Pl ai ns, NY wf% Anhual Buddicd
Craft Show 9 celebrating the finest in
contemporary Judaica. For more

information ca Il: 914 946 -8851. Visit
www.betamshalomorg to see examples of the

artistds wor k.

¢ On SundaY pafreravith thé Bronx
Jewish Community Council, Inc. to deliver
holiday food packages (prepared by our very
own 8" grade!) to homebound Jewish elderly.
Locations are:
-B6 Nai
City

-Ampark (near Riverdale) 80 Van Cortland
Park South.

Brith Buil diopg

Weosdireatiors and fore irfdrmation please

contact Niti Minkove at
Nminkove@bjcconline.org or (917)693 -3084

What Does America Mean to Israel's
Future? WDS parents and students are
encouraged to attend AIPAC's annual
Westchester Community -wide Event, this
Sunday Dec. 6, 4:30 pm at Westchester
Jewish C enter in Mamaroneck. The
remarkable speaker, Rabbi Daniel Gordis, is
a eadimgpagdhedquent voide oralife n dsaddl, s
her future and her friendship with America.
Come learn more about the threats Israel
faces and how you can make a difference.
This event i s free and open to all supporters
of Israel in Westchester County. Use your
rights as an American to help Israel!

or our school!

MAMARONECK, N.Y. 10543
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Land of the_Free: i
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- ninum "Mayflower” and sang patriotic songs such as G-d - dressi
Bless Arfierica and This Land Is Your L and, to express their
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both of these cases, the New World leads to religious liberty  Am
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mﬁmm&miyle&behmd!hewﬁnm
-and the tirkeys. “We are sad to be leaving our home coun-:

. *As they boarded the ship, they waved sadly to those whom
they might never see again, Upon arrival in America, they
weregeeetadhjrﬁlemﬁnmswhmnmey‘eyedm'
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