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The "Fab Lab" had an exciting week at W.S.D. 
Nursery children discussed insects by examin-
ing a variety of samples [plastic] and realized all 
had 6 legs no matter the size, color or shape. We 
then compared insects to "rollie pollies" - actu-
ally isopods [all feet - same size ] which are 
really land crustaceans. As isopods crawled on 
trays, students observed their color, antennae, 
eyes and legs-easy to see since they often flip 
over and wriggle frantically. We used magnifying boxes, let them crawl on hands 
[TOTALLY harmless], saw their food [raw potato slices]   ,placed damp paper towels 
over half each tray to see if they preferred dry or damp locations {damp!] and, finally, 
imitated their behavior by rolling up/stretching out. Children were totally at ease, 
cheerfully captured all escapees and had a great exposure to a classic classroom animal. 
Find your own under some rocks and continue the fun.  
                   Kindergartners used varied types of filter paper [try coffee filters at home] to 
see the effects of water on colored designs. They drew carefully, then folded/inserted 
their papers into water. They loved the "aha" moments as each developed and then was 
unfolded. Students observed each others patterns, color combinations and  methods 
and became adept at new uses of color/design. These make great sun-catchers-try them 
at home! 
                    Grade 1 explored polymers through " diaper dissection. " Diapers were 
weighed before/after testing for amount of absorption of water. Predictions were en-
tered on the board. Students used  triple balance scales [with counselor help] to weigh 
diapers once full and ,as results were listed, kids were amazed to see the changes. Dia-
pers were then opened to remove/examine/feel the "glop". What a clear application of 
science to everyday life since all first graders now know why diapers can't be disposed 
of it toilets or sed in pools. Integrating equipment into class also reinforces scientific 
skills. Students asked me "what's in pull -ups?" and I suggested they investigate at 
home. So-I hope there's a nearby  "baby/toddler" source you can access for samples.  
 (Continue on page 3) 

This past Monday, our 3rd and 4th 
grade boys and girls had a blast at 
Sportime USA.  Everyone was given  

tokens and 
unlimited 
rides.  
There were awesome games for every-
one to play such as ski -ball, bumper 
cars, air hockey and hundreds of ar-
cade games.  Children were able to col-
lect tickets from the games and re-

deemed them for cool prizes.  
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Baõav WSD Dismissal 

at 1:30 pm  

È July 31st ñ

Ventriloquist  

Dates to Remember  

August 4th - Petting Zoo  

August 4th ñ Charlie 

Brown Show ð Inters and 
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August 5th ñMets Game 

Inters and Seniors  

August 6th -Rainbow 

Dayð Early Childhood  



Nature/Teva  

 

Keep us up to date  

If your child is going home with a friend, you MUST notify us in advance with a phone 
call before 3:00 PM.  In addition, to making sure we know where everyone is, we must 
also make sure there is room on the friendõs bus.  Our office opens at 8:00 AM.  Call us 

at 914 -698 -8900, ext. 100.  

Early Pick -upñIf you plan to pick up your child early, please call the office.  When you 
give us advance notice, you can pick up your child in the WSD office.  The latest pick -

up from the office is 3:30 PM.  

Pick -up Area ñIf you are instructed to meet your child at the pick -up area across from 
the volleyball court, please wait in line in your car for your child and the òpink passó 

that you need to give to the security guard at the exit.  We thank you for your coopera-

tion in this safety measure.  

REMINDER  

Please remember to leave water -shoes at WSD during the week.   

Thank you for your cooperation.  

 

Carpool drop off in the morning for Pre -Nursery and Nursery children  

is by Wolfson Hall (the circle area) .  

 True or False:  Bats (atelefim) are blind.  Answer:  False.  
Bats can see, however, they depend more on echolocation 
(emitting sound and having it bounce back in order to judge 
where objects are) to maneuver in the dark.  And, bats cannot 
see in color.   

 That question and answer was from a True or False 
trivia game that we played in Teva this week.  We also learned 
that bats are nocturnal, they are mammals, and that the smallest bat is the size of a penny.   

 In a pre-nursery group, our discussion of bats led to the children asking some awesome 
questions including:  òWhy did Hashem make it so people couldnõt see in the dark, but bats 
can?ó   

 When weather permitted, we hiked on the woodland trail to identify some possible bat 
habitats.   We also learned to identify poison ivy (its berries are the # 1 food source for song-
birds) and jewelweed, natureõs cure for poison ivy. 

 As part of our unit on bats, we made paper and 
pompom bats, played an echolocation game, and heard 
an amazing true story of how Israeli farmers learned to 
appreciate, value, and protect Israelõs bat population.   

 In case you are still wondering, the òmystery 
creature found at WSDó last week was a star-nosed mole.  
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                     Grade 3 made their own slime-a high point of W.S.D. science experiences. We discussed poly-
mers [plastics], identified samples in the lab. noted reasons for recycling , demonstrated  the process and 
had a wonderful time . Each child made his/her own which we tested for " oozability" and took home in 
colorful plastic eggs. Watch out for the carpets but ask your kids   to explain and have fun using their sam-
ples at home. 
                      4th grade science involved construction of " balancers". Campers measured/mixed plaster of 
paris, water and paint to make colorful bases with tall wood dowels inserted prior to hardening [ it was 
hectic but exciting] to support their creations. Mrs. Lippman's "shoebox demonstration" reinforced the con-
cept of center of gravity/balance which will allow them to individually design/create their own balancer 
next time we meet. A perfect way to integrate science/art in a creative   way. I can't wait to see what they 
come up with. Have fun!  

On Thursday the Brick Builders came to WSD for a 
fantastic event.  Everyone came into the Shul and 
found themselves surrounded by thousands of pieces 
of Legos.  Children were able to construct different 
scenes out of Legos such as a fireman's house, and an 
ice cream parlor.  All of the older groups were allowed 
to take home their cool creations that they made.    

In Parshat Devarim Moshe 
recounts placing 
"ministers over thousands, 
over hundreds, ministers 
over fifties, and ministers 
over tens.."(1:15). If there 
were leaders governing 
thousands and hundreds, 
isn't it obvious that they 
would govern fifties and 
tens? What does the Torah 
add by including those 
specifications?  
The Sforno says that there 
is an implied rebuke in the 

appointment of judges 
over Israel, because 
they could not stop 
bickering and arguing 
to the point that every 
group of ten needed 
its own personal 
judge. While the 
Sforno implies that 
each person was 
overly concerned with 
his own property, in 
order for an argument 
to reach the courts, 
there also needs to be 

a lack of communication and an 
inability to reconcile differences.  
If needless hatred begins with a 
lack of communication, then in-
creased communication can re-
move the hatred and divisions 
that remain between us. With 
proper communication, we can 
not only properly mourn the 
Temple's destruction, but we can 
also make our own best efforts to 
ensure that it is rebuilt!  
 

Dvar Torah Parshat Devarim  

Brick Builders  
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For the ninth year, the boys and girls of WSD will take part in the CHAI 

LIFELINEõS NATIONAL  CHAI-A-THON.   CHAI LIFELINE provides vital 
services for seriously ill Jewish children and their families. They also 

maintain òCamp Simcha,ó a full summer program for children with can-

cer.   

 

This year WSD will be participating in the CHAI LIFELINE Bowl -A-Thon 

which will be held at White Plains Lanes.   

 

Our WSD boys and girls who are entering Kindergarten and First Grade 
will be leaving our grounds for White Plains Lanes at 9:45AM, returning 

at approximately 12PM.  Pre Nursery and Nursery children will be bowl-

ing at WSD in their rooms with a portable bowling set.  

 

Our WSD boys and girls who are entering Second Grade and above, in-

cluding our CITs, will be leaving our grounds at 12:45PM, returning at 

approximately 3PM.  

 

Check your childõs backpack for the envelopes and sponsor sheets weõre 

sending home today.  Please help your children raise funds (from rela-

tives and friends only) for this important cause.  

 

The Bowl -A-Thon will take place Monday, July 27 th .  Your child can score 

as many points as he/she can during one game of bowling.  Sponsors 

may pledge an amount per point or one lump sum (most lanes will be us-

ing bumpers.)  

 

You are asked to send in the dollars earned by check, Monday, Aug 3 

through Friday, August 7, in the envelope provided in the Chai Lifeline 
packet that your child has brought home.  Please remember to seal the 

envelope.   

 

Some donation levels offer a choice of prize.  Please note your childõs 

choice on the envelope.  

 

Prizes will be distributed at WSD before Friday, August 14.  If your 

child is no longer attending our program by this time, prizes can be 

picked up at WSD.  
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Can you believe that the summer is half over already?   The Art Room has been buzz-
ing this week with all different projects!!!    Clay 
was a big hit --  making rainbow snowpeople (and 
tiny snowbabies) when it's summer was lots of 
fun.   Some of us  finished our mezzuzot.   They 
came out absolutely beautiful and are worthy of 
hanging  on the doorpost of any special  room in 
the house!   We also made tzedekah boxes in the 
themes of Noah's Ark and Jerusalem that will no 
doubt be adorning the counters of many of our 
kitchens.  Shadow box frames are in the making --
-some are painted with wood stain and decorated 
with sports objects.   Others were made into 
aquariums --with shells on the bottom, mosaics on the edge and fish swimming.   So 

cute! Have a great weekend -  more fun to come next week!!!!  

On Tuesday the Fun Bus 
arrived again to WSD.  The 
early childhood groups had 
a blast when they were 
tumbling, jumping, climb-
ing and swinging from all 
the apparatuses on the bus. While lively music was being played on the bus, all the 

kids had a great time!  

July 20th - 1969 Astronaut Neil A. 
Armstrong  was the first man to walk 
on the Moon. 

July 21stñ1873 The first train robbery 
west of the Mississippi was pulled off 
by Jesse James and his gang. 

July 22nd 1933 Wiley Post became the 
first person to fly solo around the 
world.  

July 23rd 1829 William Burt patented 
a forerunner of the typewriter.  

July 24th 1866 Tennessee became the 
first Confederate state to be readmit-
ted to the Union.  

This Day in Jewish History    This Day in American History  

Arts and Crafts  

Fun Bus  
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July 20th 1808 -  Napoleon decreed 
that all Jews of the French Empire 
must adopt family names.  

July 21st 1933 ñHaifa port was 
opened to traffic, 1933. 

July 22nd 1883 A bill for the eman-
cipation of the Jews of England was 
passed by the House of Commons. 

July 23rd 501 ñAn earth quake hit 
Israel.   Acco was totally destroyed. 

July 16th 1918ñ Cornerstone of 
Hebrew University was laid..  

 
 
 



CITõs 
 

The pool has been really fun this week.  Even being damp-
ened by one day of rain we are able to continue improving 
our strokes.  A lot of groups have been working on the 
backstroke this week.  Everyone should keep up the good 
work as our swimming skills are improving each passing 
week. It is a pleasure to see all of the happy children 
around the pool and so excited to get in the water. 

Pool  

                                                                                                                                                                    

On Wednesday, WSD celebrated Israel Day.  After lineup at the benches we all sang 
together òHatikvahó the Israel national anthem.  We then had various activities that 
were related to Israel.  Children were able to go on boat rides and arrive at passport 
control to have their passports stamped for a Visa.  We then were able to go to the 
beach which transformed into an excavation site where children found coins and toy 
army soldiers hidden 
in the sand.  After 
building up an appe-
tite we decorated 
sheet cakes with ic-
ing and candy to 

make a  

Kotel (Western Wall.)  
Everyone was able to 
eat the yummy cake 
that they worked so hard on.  To get our muscles moving we then had a challenging 
obstacle course setup where children were climbing through tunnels, jumping over 
hurdles and sliding down ramps.  Finally, we played the most popular sport in Israel, 
which is soccer.  Everyone had a great time and learned some very interesting new 

Hebrew words and facts about Israel.   

Israel Day  
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